
JAMES S. RICKARDS HIGH SCHOOL

Welcome 

Class Of 2023 

Students and Parents!

Parents please join our list serve 
for very important 

announcements throughout the 
year. www.leonschools.net/Rickards

Under Quick Links-click Listserv 



ADMINISTRATION TEAM 
• Mr. Douglas Cook- Principal

• Dr. Deborah Barnes-AP Curriculum

• Mr. Chris Cowart-Attendance/Facilities

• Mr. Sam Striplin-Student Affairs

• Mr. Roosevelt Sea-Dean of Students

• Mr. Earl Hankerson-Athletic Director

• Dr. Joe Williams- IB Coordinator

• Mrs. E. M. Cooper- AP Coordinator

• Mr. Earl Hankerson- AVID Coordinator

• Mrs. Victoria Williams- IB Academic Dean



GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

• Mrs. Alisha Bradley, Alpha A-E
• Ms. Terraca Jones, Alpha F-L
• Dr. Kwame King, Alpha M-R

• Ms. Marqwesha Davis, Alpha S-Z
• Ms. Tamessia Nathan, Guidance Secretary

• Mrs. Melanie Allen, Admission Liaison 
• Dr. Joe Williams- IB Coordinator

• Mrs. Victoria Williams, IB Dean of Curriculum
• Ms. Kerris Satchell, Graduation Coach

• Mrs. Jacqueline Goodman-Testing 
Coordinator



• Seniors are BUSY!

▪ Students will need to learn how to effectively manage their time 

(on/off campus)

• Emotions are all over the place!

▪ Joy, scared, sadness, overwhelmed (especially towards the 

end), anxious, etc.

• Various paperwork/documentation and responsibility for meeting 

expected deadlines

▪ Coursework, senior fees, event dates, college applications, 

scholarships, FAFSA, Selective Service/ASVAB, ACT/SAT/PERT, 

service hours, etc.

• Decisions to be made!

▪ Have a plan! Whether post-secondary institution 

(academic college/university/vocational), military, 

or workforce…..have a plan!

WHAT TO EXPECT YOUR SENIOR YEAR



ATTENDANCE
• Attend school every day.

• Be on time to your classes.
• Provide documentation to Attendance Office if student is 

out and needs to be excused.
• Attendance failures can negatively impact course grades and 

credits earned

*Students should turn in legitimate notes to Ms. Washington’s
office within 48 hours of absence. Large numbers of
absences should be discussed with your assigned counselor.



SCHOOL COUNSELORS       

• Counselors are available for academic, 
career, and personal support

• Parents are welcome to call or email if 
they need to reach out and schedule a 
time to meet with their students  
counselor

• Appointments with Counselors are 
scheduled through Guidance Secretary-
Ms. Nathan at 850-414-5500



•FOCUS allows students and parents to view course 

grades, attendance, test history, health immunizations, 

graduation requirements, etc. all through a single 

registered account.

•Students will access their accounts through Classlink at 

www.leonschools.net

•Parents should have received a letter with specific 

instructions on how to register for an account. If you did 

not, counselors can print letters for you. Once you have 

an account, please log in to 

www.leonschools.net/parentportal to access your 

account.

LCS FOCUS 

http://www.leonschools.net/
http://www.leonschools.net/parentportal


Students Log in to Classlink HERE!

Parents Click HERE!



PARENT VIEW

Click “My Child” tab for options



FOCUS PORTAL

Click each grade to see the assignment 
details for the class.



CLASS ASSIGNMENTS



ATTENDANCE



COURSE HISTORY



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS



TEST HISTORY



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Please reference Academic Advisement Flyer

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/StandardDiplom
aRequirements.pdf

Graduation Requirements in a nutshell…

• 24 credits in required areas

• GPA of 2.0 or higher (shoot for much higher!)

• Pass 10th grade FSA ELA (or SAT/ACT concordant score)

• Pass Algebra 1 EOC

• Meet online course requirement or exemption

• Some students may be classified until next promotion status is met, which is at least 17 credits and a 2.0 
GPA.

• Some students may be on 18 credit ACCEL plan. See counselor for details if your student is on this plan.

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/StandardDiplomaRequirements.pdf


GRADE RETRIEVAL/ADVANCEMENT OPTIONS

• Students who fail a semester or full credit of a core course need to 
“recover” the course to earn the credit. Students may also retake 
a course they made a grade of “D” in for “grade forgiveness.” 
Achieving a higher grade will improve the students GPA.

• PLATO recovery program

• ACE recovery program

• Leon County Virtual School/Florida Virtual School

• Students who need to take an elective course or who wish to take 
courses for advancement purposes can do so through Virtual 
School. Students need to see their counselor prior to registering for 
course(s).

“I’m not telling you it’s going to be easy……I’m telling you it’s going to be worth it.”

-Anonymous



COMMUNITY SERVICE
• Community Service hours are NOT a graduation requirement

• Community Service hours are encouraged for scholarship opportunities and future reference…..

• Hours look great on resume!

• Hours must be documented and submitted on proper form (see information center in front office for form and directions)

Five major exclusions for reporting hours……..

(Check with your counselor if you aren’t sure if the hours can be reported)

• Cannot report hours if student receives any type of monetary compensation

• Cannot report hours if student worked for family members

• Cannot report hours if student did “community service” related to a court stipulation

• Cannot report hours if activity was something they earned a grade for in a class

• Cannot report hours if they are related to promoting a specific religion

The Process:

• Student completes form and returns to their counselor (form MUST be completed in its entirety or it will be returned to 
student)

• Counselor reviews and verifies information/hours

• Hours are entered into the system for student

• Original form is kept in student file with the counselor

Deadline to be included in the Convocation Program is before Holiday (December 2022) break. 

Deadline for Bright Futures is before Graduation. 





DUAL ENROLLMENT 
• What are the requirements?

• At least a 3.0 UNWEIGHTED GPA 

• Qualifying tests scores

• Prerequisite courses

Meet with your assigned 

counselor for steps to enroll, 

before the deadline!!!!

• Fall Deadline- End of Previous 

school year

• Spring- Thanksgiving break

• Summer – Spring Break



POST SECONDARY EDUCATION
Families/students should be able to answer the following questions 
for themselves:
•Does your student like school? Have they been successful?
•What institutions best fit the student’s academic, social interests 
and educational objectives?
•How much is the family able to reasonably afford to help the 
student meet his or her educational goals?

Visit www.collegeweeklive.com

*Sign up (it’s free!)

*Login to search

*Chat live

*Find scholarships

*Watch live presentations

http://www.collegeweeklive.com/


POST- SECONDARY DOCUMENTATION

Needed to Obtain College/University Admissions Decision
•Application: Visit institution Admissions website

•Fee: credit card or application fee waiver (see Counselor for waiver details)
•Transcript: can be sent electronically by registrar at Rickards High School. Contact 
Mrs. Allen. Allenm2@leonschools.net
•Test Scores: scores are reported directly through ACT/SAT (institutions are chosen 
during registration process). Students receive four (4) free score reports. 
Additional reports $12/institution and can only be sent through ACT/SAT.
•School CEEB #: 101663
•Residency: (since most students are “dependent”, the parent is the person 
claiming residency and must provide required documentation)
•Personal Essay Statement: if applying to State University

IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION: All immunizations needed for college are FREE of 
charge at the Health Department PRIOR to graduating high school! If you wait until 
after graduation, you will have to pay full price. Make your appointment today!

1515 OLD BAINBRIDGE RD
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

Phone: (850) 606-8010



STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM(SUS)

SUS Matrix (copies in Guidance Information Center)

For Admissions Requirements, visit
https://www.floridashines.org/go-to-college/get-ready-for-college/college-admission-requirements

* New College of Florida

* University of Central Florida

* University of Florida

* University of North Florida

* University of South Florida

* University of West Florida 

* Florida A & M University

* Florida Atlantic University

* Florida Gulf Coast University

* Florida International University

*Florida Polytechnic University

*Florida State University

The SUS Matrix will be uploaded to the 

Guidance page on Rickards Website once we 

receive it. 



INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

EE

CAS

3 HL

3 SL

Assessments

-IA

-Oral

-Written

+TOK______

= 24+ Points



COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS SUGGESTIONS

• Apply early!
• READ and SAVE all materials:

• Tuition Deposit Deadlines
• Housing Deposit
• Orientation Deposit
• Admission is based on satisfactory 

completion of senior year – CAN 
RESCIND ADMISSION for poor senior 
grades or dropped classes!



COMMUNITY AND STATE COLLEGES

•Of 28 Community Colleges 18 have become State 

Colleges that offer 4-year degrees in some 

programs

•Many of the Community Colleges offer degrees from 

partner universities (e.g. TCChas Flagler) and/or 

transfer programs (TCC2FSU, TCC2FAMU)

•They all have open enrollment (high 

school diploma or GED required)

Benefits of Community College

•Class size, costs, teachers

•Multiple degrees: AA, AS, Certificate

•AA guarantees admission to SUS with 60 credit hours and junior 

standing (must meet requirements for specific majors)

•Check out TCC2FSU and TCC2FAMU Programs



While the final application deadline may not be until the 
summer, it is best to apply to TCC in December/January

http://www.tcc.fl.edu/admissions/apply/

http://www.tcc.fl.edu/admissions/apply/


Lively offers numerous career oriented 

programs. For information on academic and 

career programs, go to

http://livelytech.com/

•Accounting

•Administrative

•Air Conditioning,    

Heating &   

Refrigeration

•Automotive

•Aviation

•Barbering

•Building Trades & 

Construction

•Culinary & 

Hospitality

•Commercial 

Photography

•Cosmetology

•Diesel Systems

•Digital 

Design/Digital Media

•Electricity

•Legal Administration

•Massage Therapy

•Medical 

Admin/Assisting

•Nail Specialty

•Practical Nursing

•Web Development

•Welding

http://livelytech.com/


ACT/SAT
UCF and UF

do NOT
superscore on 

ACT, but all 
Florida 

Universities 
superscore on 

SAT!

Scores can be 
used as 

concordant 
scores for FSA 

ELA!
Sign up for

ACT/SAT
now!

ACT Registration
www.act.org

SAT Registration
www.collegeboard.org

*Free study resources in 
Guidance

Students can receive up to 2 SAT Waivers and 4 ACT waivers beginning in 11th grade.
** Once students have created an account please screenshot proof of your account and provide to 

counselor through email.  Counselor will provide waiver to you within one week pending availability. **

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


SAT AND ACT

Online registration - Must upload photo ID with registration. Both websites offer 
practice materials.  Also check out testpreview.com and sparknotes.com Scores 
must be sent  directly to the universities from SAT/ACT for admissions purposes.  Colleges 
recommend that you submit all of your scores to them and not utilize the Score Choice options. Fee 
waivers are available through Guidance

Rickards Code:  101663

SAT- www.collegeboard.com ACT- www.act.org

Test Date Registration Deadline

August 28, 2021 July 30

October 2, 2021 September 3

November 6, 2021 October 8

December 4, 2021* November 4

March 12, 2022* February 11

May 7, 2022 April 8

June 4, 2022 May 5

Test Date Registration Deadline

September 11, 2021 August 6

October 23, 2021* September 17

December 11, 2021* November 5

February 12, 2022* January 7

April 2, 2022* February 25

June 11, 2022 May 6

July 16, 2022 June 17

Highlighted tests are held at Rickards

November 5, 2022 October 7, 2022

December 3, 2022 November 3, 2022

March 11, 2023 February 10, 2023

May 6, 2023 April 7, 2023

June 3, 2023 May 4, 2023

October 22, 2022 September 16, 2022

December 10, 2022 November 4, 2022

February 11, 2023 January 6, 2023

April 15, 2023 March 10, 2023

June 10, 2023 May 5, 2023

July 15, 2023 June 16, 2023

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/


COLLEGEBOARD + KHAN ACADEMY 
WWW.KHANACADEMY.ORG/SAT

USE YOUR SCORES FROM PSAT FOR INDIVIDUALIZED REVIEW PLAN.

http://www.khanacademy.org/sat


ACT Academy is Now Available 
Free, personalized practice for the ACT test.
ACT Academy™ is a free online learning tool and test practice program designed to help you get the best 
score possible on the ACT test, and well on your way to college and career success.
Through video lessons, interactive practice questions, full-length practice tests, educational games, and 
other materials targeted to your academic needs, ACT Academy provides you with a personalized study 
plan based on your previous scores from The ACT® test, PreACT®, Official ACT practice tests, or in 
platform diagnostics.

ACT Academy features:
•Personalized resources
•Accessible anytime/anywhere there is an internet connection
•Both a full length ACT test option as well as ACT test sections
•Educational games to drive mastery of content

FREE ACT TEST PREP!

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-
services/the-act/test-preparation.html

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html


FINANCIAL AID

Students/families need to apply for financial aid! If you find you 

need financial help for college expenses and you HAVE NOT

applied for FAFSA (the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid), you will not have the option to receive monies…..

You will apply at https://fafsa.ed.gov
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) will be available in December and 

will use income information from two years 
prior to the academic year.

Financial Aid/College Application day for 
seniors will be October 11th and October 4th

for IB students. 
We will have a pop in Q and A session and an 
information session about Financial Aid with 

local college representatives.

https://fafsa.ed.gov/


SCHOLARSHIPS

Several ways to get scholarship information………..
•Emails/Listserv regarding Scholarship opportunities
•Popular search engines to find Scholarships of interest

State Grants and Scholarships
Be sure to complete your Florida Financial Aid Application at

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org so you are eligible for 
scholarship opportunities! You may begin the application process 

on and after October 1, 2022 for 2022-2023 state scholarships 
and grants, which includes Bright Futures.

•Click on “State Grants, Scholarships and Applications” on left 
side of screen
•Click on “Applications and Updates” tab at top on blue toolbar



APPLY NOW!
DEADLINE TO APPLY AUGUST 31, 2024

www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/home/applyhere.asp

7th semester evaluations
• Test scores through January
• Community service hours through December

Bright Futures scholarships can be used at any Florida public or 
private community college, university or vocational school. 

Everyone who meets the criteria will be awarded the money!

3 ways to qualify:

• Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) Award 
• Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) Award 

• Gold Seal Vocational (GSV) Award

8th semester evaluations
• Test scores through January
• Community service hours through Graduation

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/home/applyhere.asp


BRIGHT FUTURES

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter1.pdf


Sign up for ASVAB with LTC. Proctor before October 14th

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 

is a multiple choice test, administered by the United States Military 

Entrance Processing Command, used to determine qualification 

for enlistment in the United States Armed Forces.

Rickards Military Liaison: Dr. King

in the Guidance

FALL:  October 18th

Please see LTC. Proctor to sign up.

•PROCTORRO@LEONSCHOOLS.NET

MILITARY BOUND?

mailto:PROCTORRO@LEONSCHOOLS.NET


WORKFORCE?
• Advancement in workforce may require further 

education or training
• Check out opportunities through Job Corp (info 

available in Guidance)
• Skills necessary to be successful in workforce:

• Be prompt (on time)
• Be pleasant (communication skills are vital)
• Many employers drug test and check social 

media (keep it clean)
• Be willing to adapt to change and address issues 

head-on (tactfully)
• Accept challenges and work hard (earn your 

place)
• Industry Certifications from Rickards Classes



NCAA/NAIA ELIGIBILITY

• If you are interested in 
practicing, competing and 
receiving an athletics scholarship 
during your first year at a Division 
I or II school, you must be 
certified as eligible by the NCAA 
Eligibility Center.

Contact: AD Mr. Earl Hankerson 

Ms. Terraca Jones



NCAA REQUIREMENTS

- 2.3 minimum GPA

- Must complete 10  of  the 16 core classes before spring term of  junior

year.

DIVISION I - 16 Core Courses

4 years of English.

3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher)

2 years of science 

1 year of additional English, math or science

2 years of social science.

4 years of additional academic courses



HELPFUL WEBSITES
www. Floridashines.org 

www.collegeboard.com

www.actstudent.org

Financial Aid:

www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org

www.fafsa.ed.gov

www.fastweb.com

http://scholarships.brokescholar.com

http://www.scholaraid.com/

College Search:

www.collegeweeklive.com - College Fairs held online where students can 
search nationwide colleges and visit with college admissions experts 
online!

www.youniversitytv.com

www.collegeconfidential.com

www.collegequest.com

www.anycollege.net

www.review.com

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/
http://www.youniversitytv.com/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/


SENIOR YEARBOOK ADS

• WHO: Seniors – Class of 2023

• Yearbook Cost: $55

• WHAT: A chance to personalize your student’s very own space in the 2022-2023 
yearbook.

1.  $TBA (1/8 Page Ad) - 2 pictures/personal message

2.  $TBA (1/4 Page Ad) - 4 photos/ personal  message

3.  $TBA (1/2 Page Ad) – 6 photos/personal message

4.  $TBA (Full Page Ad) – 10 photos/personal message

• You may Purchase & Create Online @ www.walsworthyearbooks.com

http://www.walsworthyearbooks.com/


SENIOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Graduation is currently scheduled for May 27th at 3 p.m. @ the Civic Center, Subject 
to be changed.

• Diploma Name Forms are due to Ms. Satchell on September 30, 2022. 

• Cap and gowns may be purchased online @ www.herffjones.com

• A Herff Jones representative will be on campus on :

1. November 7, for a quick presentation and ordering information 

2. November 16, for Cap & Gown/Grad Package ordering. 

Senior information is updated on our senior page @ 
https://www.leonschools.net/Page/21564, listserv, Canvas, and Remind. Please 
check periodically for updates. Important senior info will be relayed via the Remind 
app. Sign up by sending @rhsgrad23 to 81010.

http://www.herffjones.com/
https://www.leonschools.net/Page/21564


WHAT CAN I DO TO SUPPORT MY SENIOR?

• Support regular student attendance
• Communicate with your child’s 

teachers
• Check Parent Portal and discuss 

grades and academic progress
• Encourage your child to talk 

about what they are learning
• Spend time with your child



THANK YOU!!

Thank you for investing in your child’s 
education by joining us tonight! 

Sometimes it’s exhausting, but it will be 
well worth the journey! What YOU do 

makes a difference!



CONTACT US!

Should you need to contact your student’s counselor, email is the best way to reach us.

bradleya1@leonschools.net Mrs. Alisha Bradley A-E

jonest@leonschools.net Ms. Terraca Jones- F-L

kingkw@leonschools.net Dr. Kwame King - M-R

davism10@leonschools.net Ms. Marqwesha Davis- S-Z

WilliamsJ@leonschools.net Dr. Joe Williams – IB Coordinator

williamsv3@leonschools.net Mrs. Victoria Williams- IB Academic Dean

To schedule a parent teacher conference, or to schedule an appointment with us 
please call  850/414-5500 and speak with Ms. Nathan our Guidance Secretary. 

Thank you so much for attending and have a great evening. 

mailto:thompsonl2@leonschools.net
mailto:radleya1@leonschools.net
mailto:jonest@leonschools.net
mailto:kingkw@leonschools.net
mailto:davism10@leonschools.net
mailto:WilliamsJ@leonschools.net
mailto:williamsv3@leonschools.net

